Social origin and educational level of the 
ch ief Bolshevik leaders in 1917 
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Central Committee of the Communist Party in 1917 
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Social origin and educational level of the chief Bolshevik leaders in 1917 

A questionnaire filled in by Bolshevik leaders in 1917 reveals their social origin 
and educational level: Name 

Profession of father Studies 

Antonov-Ovseenko Officer Higher 
Bukharin Mathematician 


Bubnov 


? [Merchant?] 















Primary 

Shliapnikov Carpenter 


Dzherzinski Lesser nobility Higher 
Joffe Rich merchant 

yy 

Kalinin 

Poor peasant Secondary 

Kamenev 

Engineer 

Higher 

Kollontai Nobility 

yy 

Krupskaya Nobility 

Secondary 

Lenin 

High functionary Higher 
Lozovski Lecturer 
Secondary 

Lunacharski Functionary 
Higher 



Molotov 


Merchant 

yy 

Pyatakov Industrialist 

yy 

Podvoisky Priest 

yy 

Preobrazensky Priest 

yy 

Radek 

Lecturer 

yy 

Raskolnikov Functionary 

yy 

Rykov 

Poor shopkeeper Secondary 
Smilga 

Big landowner 
7 

Stassova Lawyer 
Higher 



Skrypnik Railway worker Secondary 

Stalin 

Shoemaker 

yy 

Sverdlov Engraver 

yy 

Tomsky 

Natural child [Illegitimate] Primary Trotsky 

Landowner 

Higher 

Uritsky 

Merchant 

yy 

Zinoviev Landowner 
Autodidact 

The above are the statistics from a questionnaire filled in at a Bolshevik 
conference in 1917. 

Sources: Perro, Marc. Des Soviets au communisme bureacratique. Collection 
Archives, Prance, 1980 

Haupt, G, Marie J-J, Les Bolcheviks par eux-memes, Prance, 1967 



